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ITINEKAKY OF GENEKAL WASHINGTON FKOM JUNE 
15, 1775, TO DECEMBEK 23, 1783. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

[In preparing an Itinerary of General Washington during the war for 
independence, the compiler does not propose to limit himself to simple 
statements of comings and goings, but will endeavor to present, in chron- 
ological sequence, the story of Washington's connection with the events 
of the period, and the gradual steps by which, through his unselfish, un- 
tiring and patriotic services, the independence of his country was accom- 
plished. All the usual sources of information, such as the newspapers 
and individual diaries of the day, monographs on particular battles, and 
movements of the army, special biographies, county, city, local, and 
general histories, will be carefully consulted. Much reliance, however, 
will be placed on the introduction of Washington's own letters, quota- 
tions from which will not only afford information as to dates and locali- 
ties, but will also give the causes for his movements and the ends he 
desired and worked for. It is hoped that in this way the dry detail of 
an itinerary may be avoided, and the story of the Eevolution as con- 
nected with Washington's direct personality, its beginnings and end- 
ings, may prove interesting to others besides the historical student. 

W. S. B.] 

1775. 

THUKSDAY, JUNE 15, 1775. 

At Philadelphia, as a delegate to Congress from the Col- 
ony of Virginia : On this day Congress, in session at the 
Vol. xiv.— 8 (111) 
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State House, Resolved, "That a General be appointed to 
command all the Continental Forces, raised or to be raised 
for the defence of American liberty. 

" That five hundred dollars per month be allowed for the 
pay and expences of the General. 

" The Congress then proceeded to the choice of a General 
by ballot, and GEORGE WASHINGTON", Esq., was unani- 
mously elected." — Journal of Congress. 

The second Continental Congress met at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, 
and it is recorded by John Adams, that " Colonel Washington appeared 
every day in his uniform, and by his great experience and abilities in mili- 
tary matters, was of much service to all." At the session of June 15, 
however, in consequence of Mr. Adams having stated at a previous meeting 
that it was his intention to propose for the office of Commander-in-Chief, a 
gentleman from Virginia, and one of their body, Washington was not 
present. The nomination was made by Thomas Johnson, a delegate from 
Maryland. 

FKIDAY, JUNE 16. 

At Philadelphia, in Congress : " The President [John 
Hancock] informed Col. Washington that the Congress had 
yesterday unanimously made choice of him to be General 
and Commander in Chief of the American forces, and re- 
quested he would accept of that employment ; to which Col. 
Washington standing in his place answered. 

" i Mr. President. 

" ' Though I am truly sensible of the high honor done me 
in this appointment, yet, I feel great distress from a con- 
sciousness, that my abilities and military experience may 
not be equal to the extensive and important trust : How- 
ever, as the Congress desire it, I will enter upon the mo- 
mentous duty, and exert every power I possess in their 
service and for support of the glorious cause. I beg they 
will accept my most cordial thanks for this distinguished 
testimony of their approbation. 

" ' But, lest some unlucky event should happen unfavour- 
able to my reputation, I beg it may be remembered by every 
Gentleman in the room, that I this day declare with the 
utmost sincerity, I do not think myself equal to the com- 
mand I am honored with. 
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" ' As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to assure the Congress, that 
as no pecuniary consideration could have tempted me to 
accept this arduous employment, at the expence of my do- 
mestic ease and happiness, I do not wish to make any 
profit from it. I will keep an exact account of my ex- 
pences. Those I doubt not they will discharge, and that 
is all I desire.' " — Journal of Congress. 

MONDAY, JUNE 19. 

At Philadelphia: Eeceives his commission, appointing 
him " General and Commander in Chief of the army of the 
United Colonies, and of all the Forces now raised, or to be 
raised by them/' 

11 Philadelphia, 19 June 1775. I have been called upon by the unani- 
mous voice of the colonies to take command of the continental army. It is 
an honor I neither sought after, or was by any means fond of accepting, 
from a consciousness of my own inexperience and inability to discharge the 
duties of so important a trust. However, as the partiality of the Congress 
has placed me in this distinguished point of view, I can make them no other 
return but what will flow from close attention and upright intention — for 
the rest I can say nothing.' 7 — Washington to John Parke Oustis. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 20. 

At Philadelphia : " On Tuesday morning [June 20] the 
three battalions of this city and liberties, together with the 
artillery company, a troop of light horse, several companies 
of light infantry, rangers and riflemen, in the whole about 
two thousand, marched out to the Commons, and, having 
joined in brigade, were reviewed by General "Washington, 
who is appointed Commander in Chief of all the North 
American forces by the honorable Continental Congress, 
when they went through the manual exercise, firings and 
manoeuvres, with great dexterity and exactness." — Pennsyl- 
vania Evening Post, June 22, 1775. 

THUKSDAY, JUNE 22. 

At Philadelphia: Is entertained at a farewell supper, 
given in his honor, at the City Tavern (Second Street above 
Walnut), at which several distinguished citizens of Phila- 
delphia assisted. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 23. 

Leaves Philadelphia: "Yesterday morning [June 23] 
the Generals Washington and Lee set off from this city 
[Philadelphia] to take command of the American army at 
Massachusetts Bay. They were accompanied from town by 
the troop of light horse, and by all the officers of the city 
militia on horseback, who went no farther than about five 
miles, when they returned, but the former continued with 
them, and how far they will go is uncertain." — Pennsylvania 
Evening Post, June 24, 1775. 

Washington left Philadelphia on horseback, and travelled in that man- 
ner all the way to Cambridge, the first entry in the account current that he 
rendered at the conclusion of the war being as follows: " To the purchase 
of five Horses (two of which were had on credit from Mr. James Mease) to 
equip me for my Journey to the Army at Cambridge — & for the Service I 
was then going upon — having sent my Chariot and Horses back to Virginia, 
£239 — ." General Schuyler, Thomas Mifflin, and Joseph Eeed were also 
of the party, which before reaching Trenton was met by a courier bearing 
despatches to Congress, concerning the battle of Bunker Hill. The troop 
of light horse which acted as an escort, is now known as the u First Troop 
Philadelphia City Cavalry." It was organized November 17, 1774, and 
bears an honorable record for services rendered during the war. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 24. 

At New Brunswick, New Jersey : " General "Washington, 
with his retinue, is now here [Few Brunswick], and pro- 
poses to be at Newark by nine to-morrow morning. The 
situation of the men-at-war at New York (we are informed) 
is such as to make it necessary that some precaution should 
be taken in crossing Hudson's river, and he would take it 
as a favor if some gentlemen of your body would meet him 
to-morrow at Newark, as the advice you may then give him 
will determine whether he will continue his proposed route 
or not." — General Schuyler to the President of the New York 
Provincial Congress. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 25. 

At Newark, New Jersey : Meets a committee appointed 
by the Provincial Congress of New York to attend him 
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to the city. Committee: John Sloss Hobart, Melancthon 
Smith, Richard Montgomery, and Gouverneur Morris. 
Arrives at New York about two o'clock in the afternoon, 
crossing the Hudson at Hoboken. 

" June 26 — This afternoon at four [? two] o'clock, General "Washington, 
attended by Generals Lee and Schuyler, and the light-horse of Philadelphia, 
on the way for the American camp at Cambridge, landed at Colonel Lispen- 
ard's seat, about a mile above New York [in the vicinity of Laight Street, 
near Greenwich], from whence they were conducted into the city, by nine 
companies of foot, in their uniforms, and a greater number of the principal 
inhabitants of that city than ever appeared on any occasion before." — Riv- 
ingtori's Gazetteer, June 29, 1775. 

MONDAY, JUNE 26. 

At !N*ew York : Eeceives and answers, at half-past two in 
the afternoon, an address from the New York Provincial 
Congress, and leaves for Kingsbridge. 

"New York. July 3. 1775.— On Monday last [June 26] General 
Washington with his suite, attended by the several New York Military 
Companies, and likewise by a Troop of Gentlemen of the Philadelphia Light 
Horse, commanded by Captain Markoe, and a number of the inhabitants of 
this city, set out for the Provincial Camp at Cambridge, near Boston. The 
General rested that night at Kingsbridge [fourteen miles from the city], and 
the next morning proceeded on his journey ; The Troop returned to this 
city the next evening, and departed hence for Philadelphia, the Thursday 
following." — Pennsylvania Journal, July 5, 1775. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 27. 

Leaves Kingsbridge: General Schuyler, who had been 
commissioned to " take command of all the troops destined 
for the New York department," accompanied him as far as 
New Rochelle, Westchester County, where they met and 
conferred with General Wboster. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28. 

At New Haven, Connecticut: Reviews a military com- 
pany of students of Yale College, and " lodges at the house 
of the late Isaac Beers." 

"New Haven, July 5, 1775. — Last Wednesday [June 28], his excel- 
lency General Washington, Major General Lee, Major Thomas Mifflin, 
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General "Washington's aid-de-camp, and Samuel Griffin, Esq. General Lee's 
aid-de-camp, arrived in town, and early next morning they set out for the 
Provincial Camp, near Boston, attended by great numbers of the inhabi- 
tants of the town. They were escorted out of town by two companies 
dressed in their uniform, and by a company of young gentlemen belonging 
to the Seminary in this place, who made a handsome appearance, and whose 
expertness in the military exercises gained the approbation of the Generals." 
— Connecticut Historical Collections. 



THURSDAY, JUNE 29. 

At Wethersfield, Connecticut: "Philadelphia, June 22, 
1775. This will be handed you by his Excellency, General 
Washington, in company with General Lee, and retinue. 
Should they lodge a night in Wethersfield, you will accom- 
modate their horses, servants, &c, in the best manner at the 
tavern, and their retinue will likely go on to Hartford." — 
Silas Deane to Mrs. Deane. 

Mrs. Silas Deane, to whom the above quoted letter was addressed by her 
husband, was the widow of Joseph Webb, of Wethersfield, and mother of 
General Samuel Webb. The " Webb House," in which they resided, and 
in which Washington, in all probability, stayed on the night of June 29, 
was the place of conference between Washington and Rochambeau, May 
22, 1781. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 30. 

At Springfield, Massachusetts : Meets a committee from 
the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts-Bay, — Dr. Ben- 
jamin Church and Moses Gill, — who had provided escorts 
for the remainder of the journey, through Brookfield, 
Worcester and Marlborough to Watertown. 

SUNDAY, JULY 2. 

At Watertown, Massachusetts : Arrives in the morning, 
attended by the committee and a train of other gentlemen, 
under escort of a company of horse from Marlborough, and 
receives an address from the Provincial Congress, then in 
session at Watertown, which he answers by letter of July 
4. Leaves in the afternoon, for Cambridge, three miles 
distant, and arrives at two o'clock. 
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MONDAY, JULY 3. 

At Cambridge, Massachusetts: Takes command of the 
army on Cambridge Common, at nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and afterwards visits the several posts occupied by the 
American troops. 

Two medals were struck in 1875, in commemoration of the centennial cel- 
ebration of Washington's taking command of the army. In both of them, 
however, the date is given as of June 3, an inexcusable error. See Baker's 
" Medallic Portraits of Washington," Nos. 436, 438. 

TUESDAY, JULY 4. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Orderly Book. — " The con- 
tinental Congress, having now taken all the troops of the 
several colonies, which have been raised, or which may be 
hereafter raised for the support and defence of the liberties 
of America, into their pay and service, they are now the 
troops of the United Provinces of North America; and it 
is hoped that all distinction of colonies will be laid aside, so 
that one and the same spirit may animate the whole, and 
the only contest be, who shall render, on this great and try- 
ing occasion, the most essential service to the great and 
common cause in which we are all engaged." 

The first house occupied by the Commander-in-Chief at Cambridge, as 
head-quarters, was known as the "President's House," built by Harvard 
College in 1726, for the use of its presidents. The house of John Yassall, a 
fugitive royalist, known later as the Craigie house, and still later as the 
residence of Henry W. Longfellow, was made head-quarters about the middle 
of July. This house, which is still owned and occupied by the Longfellow 
family, Washington retained as his quarters, until he left Cambridge for 
New York, April 4, 1776. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : " Gen. Washington accom- 
panied by Major Gen. Lee, visited the Roxbury camp, works, 
&c." — Heath's Memoirs. 

THURSDAY, JULY 6. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Visits all the American 
posts, and reconnoitres the enemy's works. 
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SUNDAY, JULY 9. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A council of war, in which 
it was unanimously determined to defend the posts as occu- 
pied, and that measures ought to be immediately taken to 
increase the army by recruits. . 

The army in front of Boston at this time, composed of troops from Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Connecticut, brought to- 
gether after the battle of Concord and Lexington, was estimated to be about 
fourteen thousand five hundred effective men. Intrenchments had been 
thrown up on "Winter and Prospect Hills, on the left, and at Roxbury on 
the right, with works at intermediate points. The college buildings and 
houses in Cambridge were also occupied by the troops. 

THURSDAY, JULY 13. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Visits the camp at Box- 
bury. 

SATURDAY, JULY 15. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Present at the reading 
before the army, by President Langdon of Harvard College, 
of the Declaration of Congress (July 6), setting forth the 
causes and necessity of the United Colonies taking up arms. 

THUESDAY, JULY 20. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A day of public humilia- 
tion, fasting, and prayer, recommended by Congress, June 
12. 

"July 20, 1775. — I have been much gratified this day with a view of 
General Washington. His Excellency was on horseback in company with 
several military gentlemen. It was not difficult to distinguish him from all 
others ; his personal appearance is truly noble and majestic ; being tall and 
well proportioned. His dress is a blue coat with buff colored facings, a rich 
epaulette on each shoulder, buff under dress, and an elegant small sword ; 
a black cockade in his hat." — Thacher's Military Journal. 

SATURDAY, JULY 22. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : By general orders of this 
day, the army was distributed into three grand divisions. 
One, forming the right wing, was stationed on the heights 
of Eoxbury; it was commanded by Major-General Ward. 
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Another, forming the left wing, under Major-General Lee, 
was stationed on Winter and Prospect Hills; while the 
centre, under Major-General Putnam, was stationed at Cam- 
bridge. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A council of war held to 
take into consideration the discovery of the alarming fact, 
that the whole stock of powder in camp, was only nine 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-seven pounds. 

" August 5, 1775. — We had a general council the day before yesterday, 
and, to our great surprise, discovered that we had not powder enough to 
furnish half a pound a man, exclusive of what the people have in their horns 
and cartridge-boxes. The General [Washington] was so struck, that he did 
not utter a word for half an hour. Every one else was also astonished." — 
Sullivan to the New Hampshire Committee of Safety. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : " To-morrow I expect a 
supply of powder from Philadelphia, which will be a most 
seasonable relief in our present necessity/' — Washington to 
General Schuyler. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : " Last Saturday night we 
took possession of a hill [Plowed Hill, Mount Benedict], 
considerably advanced beyond our former lines; which 
brought on a very heavy cannonade from Bunker's Hill, 
and afterwards a bombardment, which has been since kept 
up with little spirit on their part, or damage on ours." — 
Washington to the President of Congress. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A council of war, held to 
consider whether it was expedient to make an attack upon 
the troops at Boston by means of boats, in co-operation with 
an attempt upon their lines at Roxbury. It was unani- 
mously agreed, that, " considering the state of the enemy's 
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lines, and the expectation of soon receiving some important 
advices from England, it was not expedient to make the 
attempt." 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBEK 18. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : " Sep. 18. To the Exps of 
myself and Party in reconnoitering the South & West Shore 
of Boston Harbor. . £16. 6. 4." — Washington's Accounts. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A council of war, held to 
consider the treachery of Dr. Benjamin Church, director- 
general of the hospital. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A council of war, on the 
treachery of Dr. Church, second sitting. 

Dr. Benjamin Church, who had been a prominent patriot, was discovered 
in an attempt to hold a correspondence with the enemy. The matter, after 
being considered in council, was referred to Congress, who, on November 6, 
directed that he should be closely confined in a jail in Connecticut. He was 
imprisoned at Norwich, but was released in May, 1776, on account of de- 
clining health, and afterwards obtained permission from the Provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts, in whose charge he was, to visit the "West 
Indies; the vessel in which he sailed was never heard of. Dr. Church 
was the first traitor to the Kevolutionary cause. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBEE 18. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A council of war held to 
consider an intimation from Congress, that an attack upon 
Boston, if practicable, was much desired. It was decided 
to be impracticable. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 23. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : In conference with a com- 
mittee of Congress appointed to consider the most effectual 
method of " continuing, supporting, and regulating a Con- 
tinental army." Committee : Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Lynch, and Benjamin Harrison. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge: In conference with the 
committee of Congress. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge: Visits General Ward at 
his quarters, Roxbury. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Attends service at the Rev. 
Dr. Appleton's Church ; discourse by Abiel Leonard, chap- 
lain to General Putnam's command. 

This was the " Old Congregational Church," which Washington attended 
while in Cambridge, the minister being the venerable Nathaniel Appleton. 
The building was taken down in 1833, and the land sold to the corporation 
of Harvard College. It stood near the spot where Dane Hall now stands. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Mrs. Washington arrives 
at Cambridge, accompanied by her son, John Parke Custis, 
and his wife. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : " In the afternoon, Gen. 
"Washington and several other General Officers came on to 
the Point [Lechmere's Point]. 5 ' — Heath's Memoirs. 

1776. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 1776. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Orderly Book. — " This day- 
giving commencement to the new army, which in every 
point of view is entirely Continental, the General flatters 
himself that a laudable spirit of emulation will now take 
place, and pervade the whole of it." 

The appointment of Washington as Commander-in-Chief of all the Amer- 
ican forces, and the adoption by Congress of the army which had gathered 
before Boston, immediately after the battle of Concord and Lexington, gave 
that army more of a military status than it had possessed as commanded by 
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provincial officers ; yet the enlistments were short, and it soon became neces- 
sary from that and other causes, to reorganize the whole body. The new 
army referred to in the order was enlisted for a year's service from January 
1, 1776, under a plan agreed upon by Washington and a committee of Con- 
gress, and while the army it replaced had to a certain extent possessed some- 
thing of a national character, yet the new army may certainly be classed as 
the first Continental army, raised for the cause of independence. On this 
day, also, the Union flag, composed of thirteen alternate red and white 
stripes, with the British union (the combined crosses of St. George and St. 
Andrew) in the upper corner, was displayed for the first time. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : " It is not in the pages of 
history, perhaps, to furnish a case like ours. To maintain 
a post within musket-shot of the enemy, for six months to- 
gether, without [powder], and at the same time to disband 
one army, and recruit another, within that distance of 
twenty odd British regiments, is more, probably, than was 
ever attempted." — Washington to the President of Congress. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 16. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A council of war, in which 
it was agreed that an attempt ought to be made to conquer 
the ministerial troops in Boston, but that the force was in- 
adequate. The council, therefore, advised the Commander- 
in-Chief to request of the neighboring colonies thirteen 
regiments of militia, to serve till the first of April. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16. 

At Head- quarters, Cambridge : A council of war, in which 
the Commander-in-Chief advanced what he deemed strong 
reasons for making an immediate assault on the town of 
Boston, by proceeding from Cambridge and Roxbury over 
the ice. This opinion was overruled by the council on the 
grounds that there was not force enough for such an 
attempt, and that the army was deficient in arms and 
powder. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : A council of war, in which 
it was decided to take possession of Dorchester Heights on 
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the night of the 4th of March, that being the eve of the 
anniversary of the " Boston Massacre." 

TUESDAY, MAKCH 5. 

At Dorchester Heights : Awaiting an attack from General 
Howe. " His Excellency General Washington is present, 
animating and encouraging the soldiers, and they in return 
manifest their joy and express a warm desire for the ap- 
proach of the enemy." — Thacher's Military Journal 

General Howe took command of the army in Boston on the first of Octo- 
ber, 1775, and General Gage sailed within a week afterwards for England. 
The attack, delayed by a boisterous wind which prevented the British from 
landing, was finally abandoned. 

WEDNESDAY, MAKCH 13. 

At General Ward's Quarters, Roxbury : A council of war, 
in which it was determined, that if Boston was not evacu- 
ated the next day it would be advisable, at all events, to 
fortify Nook's Hill the next night. 

Nook's Hill, Dorchester Point, completely commanded Boston, and on 
Saturday, March 16, a strong detachment was sent to fortify it. The 
British discovered it, and cannonaded it during the night. The Americans 
did not return the fire, but maintained their ground. General Howe then 
resolved to evacuate the town without further delay. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 17. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : " I have the pleasure to 
inform you, that this morning [about nine o'clock] the 
ministerial troops evacuated the town of Boston without 
destroying it, and that we are now in full possession." — 
Washington to Governor Cooke. 

" Cambridge, March 21. — Last Sabbath [March 17] a few hours after 
the enemy retreated from Boston, the Rev. Mr. Leonard [chaplain to Gen- 
eral Putnam's command] preached an excellent sermon, in the audience of 
his Excellency the General [Washington], and others of distinction, well 
adapted to the interesting event of the day, from Exod. XIV. 25. ( And 
took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily : so that the 
Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the Lord flghteth for 
them against the Egyptians. 7 " — Pennsylvania Evening Post, March 30, 1776. 
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MONDAY, MAECH 18. 

In Boston: Dines with James Bowdoin at the house of 
Mr. Erving. 

WEDNESDAY, MAECH 20. 

In Boston : The Commander-in-Chief enters the city with 
the main body of the army. 

Orderly Book, March 20, 1776. — u Whitcomb's, Phinney's and Hutchin- 
son's Eegiments are to march into Boston this day, and remain there until 
further orders, they are to guard the Town and public stores there, and do 
all such fatigue and other duties, as the General commanding there, thinks 
proper to order — Every possible precaution will be taken to destroy the In- 
fection of the small-pox. The Troops now in Boston are to march out, and 
join their respective Eegiments, upon being relieved by the Eegiments that 
are to march in." 

THUESDAY, MAECH 21. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Issues a proclamation for 
the preservation of peace, good order, and discipline, and 
enjoining " All officers of the Continental army to assist the 
civil magistrates in the execution of their duty, and to pro- 
mote peace and good order." 

WEDNESDAY, MAECH 27. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Entertains at dinner the 
Rev. Dr. Andrew Eliot, Pastor of the New North Church 
of Boston. Dr. Eliot remained in Boston during its occu- 
pancy by the British. 

THUESDAY, MAECH 28. 

In Boston : " Thursday [March 28] the Lecture, which 
was established, and has been observed from the first settle- 
ment of Boston, without interruption, until within these 
few months past was opened by the Reverend Doctor Elliot. 
His Excellency General Washington, the other General 
Officers and their suites, having been previously invited, 
met in the Council Chamber, from whence, preceded by the 
Sheriff with his Wand, attended by the Members of the 
Council who had had the small pox, the Committee of the 
House of Representatives, the Selectmen, the Clergy, and 
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many other Gentlemen, they repaired to the old Brick 
Meeting House, where an excellent and well adapted dis- 
course was delivered from those words in the XXXIII. 
Chapter of Isaiah, and 20th verse. After divine service was 
ended his Excellency, attended and accompanied as before, 
returned to the Council Chamber, from whence they pro- 
ceeded to the Bunch of Grapes tavern, where an elegant 
dinner was provided at the public expence; after which 
many very proper and pertinent toasts were drank. Joy and 
gratitude sat on every countenance, and smiled in every 
eye." — Pennsylvania Evening Post, April 9, 1776. 

FRIDAY, MAECH 29. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Receives and answers an 
address from the General Assembly of Massachusetts. 

WEDNESDAY, APEIL 3. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : " The chief part of the 
troops are marched from hence towards New York. I will 
set off to-morrow." — Washington to General Arnold. 

By diploma of this date, April 3, 1776, Harvard College conferred on 
Washington, " who hy the most signal smiles of Divine Providence on his 
military operations, drove the Fleet and Troops of the enemy with disgrace- 
ful precipitation from the town of Boston," the degree of Doctor of Laws. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4. 

At Head-quarters, Cambridge : Eeceives and answers an 
address from the Selectmen of the town of Boston, and 
leaves for New York. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 5. 

At Providence, Rhode Island : Meets Governor Nicholas 
Cooke and his Council, and is present in the evening at an 
entertainment given in his honor. 

MONDAY, APRIL 8. 

At Norwich, Connecticut : Meets Governor Trumbull by 
appointment at Jedediah Huntington's, where they dine to- 
gether. Leaves in the evening. 
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TUESDAY, APEIL 9. 

At New London, Connecticut : Meets Commodore Hop- 
kins, and sleeps at the house of Captain Nathaniel Shaw. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10. 

At Lyme, Connecticut : Spends the night at the house of 
John McCurdy, and reaches New Haven on the following 
day. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 13. 

At New York: "Last Saturday [April 18], His Excel- 
lency General Washington arrived at New York from Cam- 
bridge, attended by [William] Palfrey, Esq. his aid-de- 
camp, Horatio Gates, Esq. Adjutant General, and several 
other gentlemen of distinction." — Pennsylvania Evening Post, 
April 16, 1776. 

MONDAY, APRIL 15. 

At Head-quarters, New York : " I am now to inform you, 
that on the 4th instant I set out from Cambridge, and ar- 
rived here on Saturday last. I came through Providence, 
Norwich and New London, in order to see and expedite the 
embarkation of the troops." — Washington to the President of 
Congress. 

Washington's first head-quarters in New York were at a house in Pearl 
street opposite Cedar, where he remained until summoned to visit Congress 
at Philadelphia, towards the end of May. On his return, June 6, he went 
to the Mortier House, later known as Kichmond Hill, which stood on the 
spot since the southeast corner of Varick and Charlton Streets. Here he 
remained until the evacuation in September, when he moved to the " Koger 
Morris House," Harlem Heights. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17. 

At Head-quarters, New York : Mrs. Washington arrives 
at head-quarters. 

MONDAY, APRIL 29. 

At Head-quarters, New York : Issues a proclamation for- 
bidding intercourse and correspondence with the ships of 
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war and other vessels belonging to and in the service of the 
King of Great Britain. 

FRIDAY, MAY 17. 

At Head-quarters, New York : Observed by order of Con- 
gress, as a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer. 

TUESDAY, MAY 21. 

At Head-quarters, New York: "The Congress having 
been pleased to signify [resolution of May 16] a desire that I 
should repair to Philadelphia, in order to advise and consult 
with them on the present posture of affairs, and as I am on 
the point of setting out accordingly, I have to desire that 
you will cause the different works now in agitation to be 
carried on with the utmost expedition." — Washington to 
General Putnam. 

Washington left New York on May 21 and arrived at Philadelphia on 
the 23d, at two o'clock in the afternoon, stopping on the way at Amboy, 
New Jersey, to " view," as he wrote to General Schuyler, " the ground, and 
such places on Staten Island contiguous to it, as may be proper for works 
of defence." 

THURSDAY, MAY 23. 

At Philadelphia : " On Thursday last [May 23] arrived 
here [Philadelphia], his Excellency General Washington 
from New York." — Pennsylvania Journal, May 29, 1776. 

FKIDAY, MAY 24. 

At Philadelphia : " Agreeable to order, General Wash- 
ington attended in Congress, and, after some conference 
with him, Resolved, That he be directed to attend again to- 
morrow." — Journal of Congress. 

SATURDAY, MAY 25. 

At Philadelphia: "Agreeable to order, General Wash- 
ington attended [Congress], and, after some conference with 
him, Resolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with 
his excellency general Washington, Major-general Gates, 
and brigadier-general Mifflin, and to concert a plan of mili- 
Vol. xiv,— 9 
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tary operations, for the ensuing campaign." — Journal of 
Congress. 

MONDAY, MAY 27. 

At Philadelphia : " On Monday afternoon [May 27], Gen. 
Washington, the Members of Congress, Gen. Gates and 
Mifflin, reviewed the four battalions, the rifle battalion, the 
light horse, and 3 artillery companies of the city militia, 
amounting to near 2500 men, when they went through their 
manoeuvers to general satisfaction. At the same time two 
battalions of the Continental troops were reviewed by the 
General. The Indians, who are come to town on business 
with the Congress, attended the General in reviewing the 
militia, &c." — Pennsylvania Gazette, May 29, 1776. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5. 

Leaves Philadelphia: Mrs. "Washington, who had been 
with him during his stay (arriving on May 22), remained 
somewhat longer, being under inoculation for the small-pox. 
Washington left the city in the morning, attended by Gen- 
erals Gates and Mifflin. 

When President Hancock, under date of May 16, wrote to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief advising him of the resolution of Congress, requesting his 
presence in Philadelphia, he added: "I request the favor, that you will 
please to honor me with your and your lady's company at my house, where 
I have a bed at your service, and where every endeavour on my part and 
Mrs. Hancock's will be exerted to make your abode agreeable. I reside in 
an airy, open part of the city, in Arch Street, corner of Fourth Street." 
Washington, however, on his arrival at Philadelphia, received a note from 
Mr. Hancock, expressing his sorrow that it was not in his power to wait on 
him in person on account of a severe fit of the gout. From this note it does 
not appear that the General and Mrs. Washington availed themselves of 
the invitation. 

THUESDAY, JUNE 6. 

At Head-quarters, New York : " New York, June 10. — 
Thursday afternoon [June 6] his Excellency General 
"Washington arrived in town from Philadelphia." — Pennsyl- 
vania Journal, June 12, 1776. 
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SATUKDAY, JUNE 8. 

At Head-quarters, New York : Keceives and answers a 
resolution of thanks from the Provincial Congress of New 
York, for the " important services he has rendered to the 
United Colonies." 

TUESDAY, JUNE 18. 

At Head-quarters, New York: "This afternoon [June 
18], the Provincial Congress of New York gave an ele- 
gant entertainment to General Washington and his suite ; 
the general and staff officers, and the commanding officer 
of the different regiments in and near the city." — Diary of 
the American Revolution. 

THUKSDAY, JUNE 20. 

At Head-quarters, New York : " I have been up to view 
the grounds about Kingsbridge, and find them to admit of 
several places well calculated for defence, and, esteeming it 
a pass of the utmost importance, I have ordered works to 
be laid out." — Washington to the President of Congress. 

" These works were of great importance in keeping open a communication 
with the country. They embraced the fort on an eminence near Hudson's 
Eiver, called Fort Washington, the redoubts at Jeffrey's Point and on the 
hills north and east of Fort "Washington, breastworks at Kingsbridge, and 
Fort Independence on the north side of Harlem Creek near its junction 
with the Hudson."— Sparks, III. 430. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 29. 

At Head-quarters, New York : "I just now received an 
express from an officer appointed to keep a look-out on 
Staten Island, that forty-five [ships] arrived at the Hook 
to-day; some say more." — Washington to the President of 
Congress. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 30. 

At Head-quarters, New York : " When I had the honor 
of addressing you yesterday, I had only been informed of 
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the arrival of Forty-five of the fleet in the morning, since 
that I have received authentic Intelligence from Sundry 
persons, among them from Genl Greene, that One hundred 
and Ten Sail came in before night that were counted, and 
that more were seen about dusk in the offing." — Washington 
to the President of Congress. 

TUESDAY, JULY 9. 

At Head-quarters, New York : Orderly Book. — " The Hon- 
orable Continental Congress, impelled by the dictates of 
duty, policy and necessity, having been pleased to dissolve 
the connection which subsisted between this country and 
Great Britain, and to declare the United Colonies of Amer- 
ica free and independent States, — the several brigades are 
to be drawn up this evening on their respective parades at 
six o'clock, when the declaration of Congress, showing the 
grounds and reasons of this measure, is to be read with an 
audible voice." 

" ISTew York, 10 July 1776. — Agreeably to the request of Congress, I 
caused the Declaration to be proclaimed before all the army under my im- 
mediate command ; and have the pleasure to inform them, that the measure 
seemed to have their most hearty assent ; the expressions and behaviour, 
both of officers and men, testifying their warmest approbation of it." — 
Washington to the President of Congress, 

THURSDAY, JULY 11. 

At Head-quarters, New York : " General Howe's army is 
between nine and ten thousand. . He has landed his men 
on Staten Island, which they mean to secure, and is in daily 
expectation of the arrival of Lord Howe, with one hundred 
and fifty ships, and a large and powerful reinforcement/' — 
Washington to General Schuyler. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17. 

At Head-quarters, New York : " Yesterday evening a flag 
came from General Howe with a letter addressed to ' George 
Washington, Esq., &c, &c.' It was not received, on the 
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same principle that the one from Lord Howe was refused." 
— Washington to the President of Congress. 

On the 14th of July, Lord Howe, under a flag, sent a letter to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, with the superscription u To G-eorge Washington, Esq.," 
which was not received, as it did not acknowledge the rank of the General. 
This action of Washington was endorsed by Congress in their resolution of 
July 17. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7. 

At Head-quarters, New York: "By two deserters this 
day, we have the following intelligence, namely, that Gen- 
eral Clinton and Lord Cornwallis with the whole Southern 
army, have arrived and landed on Staten Island from South 
Carolina, in number about three or four thousand." — Wash- 
ington to Governor Trumbull. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13. 

At Head-quarters, New York : Orderly Book. — " The Ene- 
my's whole enforcement is now arrived, so that an attack 
must and will soon be made ; the General therefore again 
repeats his earnest request, that every officer and soldier 
will have his arms and ammunition in good order, keep 
within their quarters and encampment, as much as possible ; 
be ready for action at a moment's call ; and when called, to 
remember that Liberty, Property, Life and Honor, are all 
at stake." 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20. 

At Head-quarters, New York : Orderly Book. — " General 
Sullivan is to take command upon Long Island till General 
Greene's state of health will permit him to resume it." 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23. 

At Head-quarters, New York : " Yesterday morning, and 
in the course of the preceding night, a considerable body of 
the enemy, amounting by report to eight or nine thousand, 
and these all British, landed from the transport-ships men- 
tioned in my last, at Gravesend Bay on Long Island, and 
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have approached within three miles of our lines." — Wash- 
ington to the President of Congress. 

Orderly Book, August 23. — " The enemy have now landed on Long Island, 
and the hour is fast approaching, on which the honor and success of this 
army, and the safety of our bleeding country will depend. Bemember, 
officers and soldiers, that you are freemen, fighting for the blessings of lib- 
erty ; that slavery will be your portion, and that of your posterity, if you do 
not acquit yourselves like men." 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24. 

At Brooklyn, Long Island: General Putnam placed in 
command upon Long Island, and General Sullivan super- 
seded. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 26. 

At Brooklyn : Towards evening, tlie Commander-in-Chief, 
in company with Generals Putnam, Sullivan and other 
officers, rides down to the outposts near Flatbush, and ex- 
amines the position of the enemy. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27. 

At Brooklyn: From a hill within the American lines, 
Washington watches the Battle of Long Island, and wit- 
nesses the total rout of Stirling's division and the slaughter 
of the Maryland battalions. 

" The height upon which "Washington stood was crowned by a redoubt, 
and occupied the block now bounded by Court, Clinton, Atlantic, and Pacific 
Streets." — Field, Battle of Long Island. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28. 

At Brooklyn : A council of war, in which it was decided 
" to give up Long Island, and not, by dividing the force, be 
unable to resist the enemy in any one point of attack." 

" The council was held [at five o'clock in the evening], in the stone Dutch 
church which stood near the junction of the present Fulton and Flatbush 
Avenues. This church was designated in the order for the evening as an 
alarm post during the night, where they might rendezvous in the event of 
the movement being discovered by the British." — Lossing, Field-Book , II. 
606. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 29. 

At Brooklyn : With the army on its retreat from Long 
Island, embarking with the last of the troops, about six 
o'clock in the morning of August 30. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 81. 

At Head-quarters, New York: "Inclination as well as 
duty would have induced me to give Congress the earliest 
information of my removal and that of the troops from 
Long Island and its dependencies, to this city the night 
before last; but the extreme fatigue which myself and 
family have undergone, as much from the weather since, as 
the engagement on the 27th, rendered me and them entirely 
unfit to take pen in hand. Since Monday scarce any of us 
have been out of the lines till our passage across the East 
River was effected yesterday morning ; and, for forty-eight 
hours preceding that, I had hardly been off my horse, and 
never closed my eyes ; so that I was quite unfit to write or 
dictate till this morning." — Washington to the President of 
Congress. 

SATUKDAY, SEPTEMBER 7. 

At Head-quarters, New York : A council of war, in which 
it was concluded to arrange the army under three divisions, 
— five thousand to remain for the defence of the city ; nine 
thousand at Kingsbridge and its dependencies ; the remain- 
der to occupy the intermediate space, and support either. 

THUKSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 

At Head-quarters, New York : A council of war, in which 
it was determined to abandon the city. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13. 

At Few York : With the main body of the army moving 
towards Fort Washington and Kingsbridge. 

Washington made the house of Robert Murray, near the corner of the 
present Thirty-sixth Street and Fourth Avenue, his head-quarters on the 14th, 
and on the 15th he was at Mott's tavern, Harlem Plains. Early on the morn- 
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ing of the 15th, the enemy landed some troops at Kip's Bay, about the foot 
of the present Thirty-fourth Street, when two brigades of Connecticut 
troops (Parsons and Fellows), panic-stricken at the cannonade, fled in con- 
fusion. "Washington, hearing the cannonade, hurried to the spot, and, 
meeting the fugitives, made a vain attempt to rally them ; enraged at their 
cowardice, he rode into the hottest fire, and was with difficulty turned back 
to a place of safety. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16. 

At the " Roger Morris House/' Harlem Heights : Battle 
of Harlem Heights, during which Washington was at the 
Point of Rocks (an outpost), the present One Hundred and 
Twenty-sixth Street and Ninth Avenue. 

The " Roger Morris House," at which "Washington's head-quarters were 
now established, and at which they continued until October 21, was on 
high and commanding ground, called Harlem Heights, three miles north of 
the village of Harlem, and about a mile and a half south of Fort Washing- 
ton. It was erected by Colonel Roger Morris, who married a daughter of 
Frederick Phillips, owner of the Manor of Phillipsburg, which comprised 
a great portion of Westchester, and parts of Dutchess and Putnam Counties, 
New York. Morris adhered to the Crown, and when the British evacuated 
New York, in 1783, went to England with his family. The house, which 
still stands, is almost opposite to the intersection of Tenth Avenue and 
One Hundred and Sixty-first Street with the old Kingsbridge road. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17. 

At Head-quarters, Harlem Heights : Orderly Book. — " The 
General most heartily thanks the troops commanded yester- 
day by Major Leitch, who first advanced upon the enemy, 
and the others who so resolutely supported them. The be- 
havior of yesterday was such a contrast to that of some 
troops the day before [at Kip's Bay], as must show what 
may be done where officers and soldiers exert themselves." 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBEE 20. 

At Head-quarters, Harlem Heights : " The Commander in 
Chief, Maj. Gen. Putnam, and some other officers, came up 
to our General's division [at Kingsbridge], and rode round 
the camp." — Heath's Memoirs. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23. 

At Head-quarters, Harlem Heights ; " The enemy have 
formed a large encampment in the plains, or rather heights, 
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below us, extending across from the East to the North 
River; but have attempted nothing as yet of a general 
nature." — Washington to Governor Trumbull. 

THUKSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26. 

At Head-quarters, Harlem Heights : In conference with a 
Committee of Congress appointed to make inquiries into 
the condition of the army, and to agree upon the necessary 
augmentation. Committee : Roger Sherman, Elbridge 
Gerry, and Francis Lewis. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27. 

At Head-quarters, Harlem Heights : In conference with 
the Committee of Congress. 

On September 28, in the morning, Washington crossed the North River, 
"in order to view the post opposite [Fort Lee], and the grounds between 
that and Paulus Hook." 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13. 

At Head-quarters, Harlem Heights: "Yesterday the 
enemy landed at Frog's Point, about nine miles from hence, 
further up the Sound. Their number we cannot ascertain, 
as they have not advanced from the Point, which is a kind 
of island, but the water that surrounds it is fordable at low 
tide." — Washington to the President of Congress. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16. 

At General Lee's Quarters, Eangsbridge : A council of 
war, in which it was determined, in consequence of the 
enemy having landed the main body of their army at Frog's 
or Throck's Point (in the American rear), that the forces 
should be withdrawn into "Westchester County, leaving suffi- 
cient garrison to defend Fort Washington and its depen- 
dencies. 

Washington retained his head-quarters at Harlem Heights until October 
21, when he moved to Valentine's Hill, Westchester County, and on the 
23d established himself at White Plains, twenty-six miles northeast of New 
York, where he remained until November 10. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBEE 23. 

At White Plains, New York: "While the army was 
moving from Harlem Heights to White Plains, and for 
several days afterwards, General Washington was almost the 
whole time on horseback, reconnoitering the grounds, fixing 
on a place for a camp, and superintending the works thrown 
up for its defence." — Sparks, IV. 524. 

MONDAY, OCTOBEE 28. 

At Head-quarters, White Plains : Battle of White Plains, 
or Chatterton's Hill. 

Chatterton's Hill, where the hattle waa fought, sixteen hundred Americans 
being engaged, is a commanding eminence west of the Bronx River, about a 
mile from White Plains. Washington's head-quarters, at the u Miller 
House," were to the north of the village, and east of that stream, the main 
body of the army being intrenched two miles beyond. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30. 

At Head-quarters, White Plains : Visits the several posts 
of the army. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31. 

At Head-quarters, White Plains : On the night of the 31st 
of October, General Washington withdrew his army to a 
very strong position upon the heights of North Castle, about 
two miles in the rear of his first encampment, and five from 
White Plains, where he caused new works of defence to be 
thrown up. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6. 

At Head-quarters, White Plains: "Yesterday morning 
the enemy made a sudden and unexpected movement from 
the several posts they had taken in our front. They broke 
up their whole encampments the preceding night and have 
advanced towards Kingsbridge and the North River." — 
Washington to the President* of Congress. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 

At Head-quarters, White Plains : " The late movement of 
the enemy, and the probability of their having designs upon 
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the Jerseys, confirmed by sundry accounts from deserters 
and prisoners, rendering it necessary to throw a body of 
troops over the North Eiver, I shall immediately follow, and 
the command of the army, which remains, after General, 
Heath's division marches to Peekskill, will devolve upon 
you." — Washington to General Lee. 

Washington left White Plains at eleven o'clock on the morning of No- 
vember 10, and arrived at Peekskill, the entrance to the Highlands, at 
sunset. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11. 

At Peekskill, New York : Visits the Highland forts, in 
boats, accompanied by Generals Heath, Stirling, Mifflin, 
and others. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12. 

At Peekskill : Reconnoitres the eastern side of the Hud- 
son, from Peekskill to the mountains, with General Heath, 
and about ten o'clock in the morning crosses the river into 
New Jersey. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14. 

At Fort Lee, ISTew Jersey : " I have the honor to inform 
you of my arrival here yesterday, and that the whole of the 
troops belonging to the States, which lay south of Hudson's 
Eiver, and which were in the New York government, have 
passed over to this side, except the regiment lately Colonel 
Srnallwood's which I expect is now on their march." — 
Washington to the President of Congress. 

Fort Lee, Bergen County, ISTew Jersey, was situated upon a sort of 
plateau, three hundred feet ahove the Hudson river (the Palisades), oppo- 
site the present One Hundred and Sixtieth Street of New York, and a short 
distance below Port Washington. The army having gone into camp at 
Hackensack, five miles northwest of the Port, "Washington established his 
head-quarters at that place, in the house of Mr. Peter Zabriskie. 

SATUKDAY, NOVEMBER 16. 

At Fort Lee : " This day about twelve o'clock, the enemy 
made a general attack upon our lines about Fort Washing- 
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ton, which having carried, the garrison retired within the 
fort. Colonel Magaw finding there was no prospect of re- 
treating across the North Elver, surrendered the post. The 
force of the garrison, before the attack was about two thou- 
sand men." — Washington to General Lee. 

Washington was at head-quarters at Hackensack on November 15, 
when he was informed of the movement on Fort Washington. He imme- 
diately went to Fort Lee, and had partly crossed the North Kiver, when he 
met Generals Greene and Putnam, who were returning from the Fort, who 
stated that the troops were in high spirits, and would make a good defence ; 
it being late at night, he returned to Fort Lee. On the morning of the 
16th, in company with Generals Putnam, Greene, Mercer, and other princi- 
pal officers, Washington again crossed the river to the old head-quarters at 
the " Koger Morris House," from whence he surveyed the scene of opera- 
tions. Having remained a short time, he retired. Fifteen minutes later the 
British troops took possession of the very spot on which the Commander- 
in-Chief, with the officers, had been standing. 

THUKSDAY, NOVEMBER 21. 

At Head-quarters, Hackensack : " Yesterday morning the 
enemy landed a large body of troops below Dobbs' Ferry, 
and advanced very rapidly to the Fort called by your name 
[Fort Lee]. I immediately went over, and, as the Fort was 
not tenable on this side, and we were in a narrow neck of 
land, the passes out of which the enemy were attempting to 
seize, I directed the Troops to move over to the west side 
of Hackensack River." — Washington to General Lee. 

Washington, finding that the army was in some danger of being pent up 
between the Hackensack and Passaic Eivers, moved, on the 21st, to the west 
side of the Passaic, crossing at Acquackanoc bridge. The retreat through 
the Jerseys begins, in which " often the music of the pursued and the pur- 
suers would be heard by each other, yet no action occurred." 

SATUKDAY, NOVEMBEK 23. 

At Newark, New Jersey : " The situation of our affairs 
is truly critical, and such as requires uncommon exertions 
on our part. From the movements of the enemy, and the 
information we have received, they certainly will make a 
push to possess themselves of this part of the Jerseys." — 
Washington to the President of Congress. 
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Washington arrived at Newark on the evening of the 22d, and remained 
until the morning of the 28th, the advance-guard of the British army 
entering the town as his rear-guard left it ; the next day he arrived at New 
Brunswick. 

SATUKDAY, NOVEMBER 30. 

At New Brunswick, New Jersey : " On Thursday morn- 
ing I left Newark, and arrived here yesterday with the 
troops that were there. It was the opinion of all the gen- 
erals, who were with me, that a retreat to this place was 
requisite and founded in necessity." — Washington to the 
President of Congress. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBEE 1. 

At New Brunswick : " The enemy are advancing, and 
have got as far as Woodbridge and Amboy, and, from in- 
formation not to be doubted, they mean to push for Phila- 
delphia. The force I have with me is infinitely inferior in 
numbers, and such as cannot give or promise the least suc- 
cessful opposition." — Washington to General Lee. 

"Two hrigades left us at Brunswick [by expiration of service], notwith- 
standing the enemy were within two hours march and coming on. The loss 
of these troops at this critical time reduced his Excellency to the necessity 
to order a retreat again. When we left Brunswick, we had not 3000 men." 
— General Greene to Governor Cooke. 

MONDAY, DECEMBEE 2. 

At Princeton, New Jersey : " I arrived here this morning 
with our troops between eight and nine o'clock." — Washing- 
ton to the President of Congress. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3. 

At Trenton, New Jersey: " I arrived here myself yester- 
day morning, with the main body of the army, having left 
Lord Stirling with two brigades at Princeton and that 
neighborhood, to watch the motions of the enemy and give 
notice of their approach." — Washington to the President of 
Congress. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5. 

At Trenton : " I shall now, face about with such troops as 
are here fit for service, and march back to Princeton, and 
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there govern myself by circumstances and the movements 
of General Lee." — Washington to the President of Congress. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6. 

At Trenton : " To-day I shall set out for Princeton myself, 
unless something should occur to prevent me, which I do 
not expect." — Washington to the President of Congress. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8. 

At Mr. Berkeley's summer-seat, Pennsylvania : " Colonel 
Reed would inform you of the intelligence, which I first 
met with on the road from Trenton to Princeton yesterday. 
Before I got to the latter, I received a second express in- 
forming me, that, as the enemy were advancing by different 
routes, and attempting by one to get in the rear of our 
troops, which were there, and whose numbers were small, 
and the place by no means defensible, they had judged it 
prudent to retreat to Trenton. The retreat was accordingly 
made, and since to this side of the river." — Washington to the 
President of Congress. 

Washington crossed the Delaware at Trenton with the rear-guard of the 
army, early in the morning of the 8th, and ahout eleven o'clock the same 
morning, the British came marching down to the river, expecting to cross, 
hut no boats were within reach, all having been collected and secured on 
the west hank. The Berkeley House, at which Washington made his head- 
quarters, was in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, about half a mile from the 
Delaware, within the limits of the present Morrisville, opposite Trenton. 
Here he remained until December 14. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13. 

At Head-quarters, Berkeley's : " I shall remove further up 
the river to be near the main body of my small army, with 
which every possible opposition shall be given to any further 
approach of the enemy towards Philadelphia." — Washington 
to the President of Congress. 

" On the 14th, Washington moved to the farm-house of William Keith, 
built in 1763, and still standing, on the road from Brownsburg to the Eagle 
tavern. These quarters were retained until December 25. Here he was 
near the upper fords of the Delaware, at which it was supposed the enemy 



Itinerary of General Washington, 1776. 141 

would attempt to cross, and within a half-hour's ride of Newtown, the 
depot of supplies." — W, W. H, Davis, Pennsylvania Magazine, IV. 133. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15. 

At Head-quarters, Keith's: "With the utmost regret I 
must inform you of the loss our army has sustained by the 
captivity of General Lee, who was made a prisoner on the 
morning of the 13th by a party of seventy of the enemy's 
light-horse, near a place called Vealtown, in the Jerseys." — 
Washington to the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania. 

Notwithstanding many earnest appeals and orders from Washington to 
join the main army, Lee, who had been left at North Castle, New York, 
with a force of three thousand men, so delayed his start, and moved so 
slowly when started, that he only reached Morristown, New Jersey, on 
the 11th of December, having crossed the Hudson on the 4th. On the 12th 
the troops were marched to Vealtown, now Bernardsville, eight miles dis- 
tant, and Lee took up his quarters three miles off, at Mrs. White's tavern, 
at the village of Basking Kidge, where he was taken prisoner the following 
morning. General Lee was not exchanged until the latter part of April, 
1778, when he rejoined the army at Valley Forge. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23. 

At Camp above Trenton Falls, Pennsylvania: "Christ- 
mas day at night, one hour before day, is the time fixed upon 
for our attempt on Trenton. For Heaven's sake keep this 
to yourself, as the discovery of it may prove fatal to us." — 
Washington to Colonel Joseph Reed. 

Pour hrigades, under Generals Stirling, Mercer, Stephen, and De Fermoy, 
had been posted on the Delaware to guard the fords above Trenton, the 
troops being stationed at the crossings from Yardley's up to Coryell's 
Ferry, now New Hope: The above-quoted letter was written from one of 
these camps, probably that of Lord Stirling, at Beaumont's, eleven miles 
up the river, which Washington had visited on the 10th. The Comman- 
der-in-Chief returned to head-quarters at Keith's on the evening of Decem- 
ber 24. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25. 

At McKonkey's Ferry, on the Delaware : Crosses the 
river a little before midnight, the transportation of the 
troops, about two thousand four hundred, being completed 
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at three o'clock in the morning of the 26th. Marches with 
the army to Trenton, New Jersey. 

The command was formed into two divisions under Generals Sullivan and 
Greene, one to march by the lower or river road, the other by the upper or 
Pennington road. Washington marched with the upper division under 
Greene, which arrived at the enemy's advanced post at eight o'clock, a few 
minutes earlier than the lower division. McKonkey's Ferry, now Taylors- 
ville, on the Pennsylvania side of the river, and designated on the Jersey 
shore as " "Washington's Crossing," is about nine miles above Trenton. A 
bridge six hundred feet long now takes the place of the old ferry. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26. 

At Trenton, New Jersey: Surprises the Hessians, who, 
after a short and decisive engagement, surrender, and re- 
crosses the river the same evening, with nearly a thousand 
prisoners, the same number of arms, and several cannon. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27. 

At Newtown, Pennsylvania : " I have the pleasure of con- 
gratulating you upon the success of an enterprise, which I 
had formed against a detachment of the enemy lying in 
Trenton, and which was executed yesterday morning." — 
Washington to the President of Congress. 

Newtown, where Washington made his head-quarters after the "battle of 
Trenton, then the county seat of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, is about five 
miles west of the Delaware River, and ahout the same distance southwest 
of Taylorsville. The house occupied was the property of John Harris ; it 
was retained by Washington as his quarters until December 29, when he 
set out to recross the Delaware. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

At Head-quarters, Newtown : "lam just setting out to 
attempt a second passage over the Delaware, with the troops 
that were with me on the morning of the 26th." — Washing- 
ton to the President of Congress. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30. 

At Trenton, New Jersey: This morning Washington 
crossed the Delaware at McKonkey's Ferry, in advance of 
the troops, and proceeded to Trenton. 

(To be continued.) 



